T You have already studled 'Geography as a

_ - Discipline’ in Chapler | of the hook.
Chapter-1 Fundamentals of Physical Geographyy (NCERT,
2006). Do you recall the contents? This chapler
hias broadly covercd amd iniroduecd vou o the
nature of geography. You are also acquatnted
with Lhe tmporiant branches tial sproul from
Lthe body of peography. Il you re-read Lhe
chiapler you will be able to recall the Iink ol
P . human geography with the mother discipline
e L.e. geography: As you know geography as a
field of study 1s Integrative. empirical, and
praciieal. Thus, the reach of geography 1s
extenstve and each and every event or
phenomenon which varies over space and Uime
can be studied peographitcally. How do vou see

the earth’s suurface? Do vou realise thial the earih
Human GEﬂgraphv comprises (wo miajor components: nalure
Nature and SCODE [physical envircimment ) and e forms micludbne

human betngs? Make a st of phystcal and
human components of your surroundings.
Physical geography siudles physical
environment and homan geography studles
“the relationship between the plivsical /natural
and the human worlds, the spatial distrbutions
ol human phenomena and how they come
about. the sodal and economic differences
between diffsenl parls of the world™.!

You are already aware ol Lhe fzel thal Uwe
core concern of geography as a discipline 1s Lo
understand the earth as home of himan belngs
and to study nll those elemenis which have
sustaned them. Thus. emphasls 1son study of
neaiure amel humsn beings. You will reatise thal
geograply got subjecied o dualtsm and the
wide-ranging debales started whether
geography as a discipline should be a law
making /theorising (nomolhellc) or
descriptive (ldlographic). Whether (s subject
maller should be organised ‘and approach of
the study should be reglonal or systematic?
Wheibher geographical phenmomena be
nietpreled theoretically or throuch histornc-
mstttutional approach? These have been issues
lor inteliectual exervise but fnally you will
appreciale that e dicholomy between physical
and human 1s not a very valid one because
nature and human are Inseparahle elemenls
and should be seen holistically, 1L s inleesiing

lo nele thal hoth phyvsical and himan w I
..,s
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phenomenaare described i metaphors using
symbaols from the human anatomy.

We oflen talk of the Tace” of the earth, “eve’
ol the stormy, “moully of e fiver, "snooul’ (pose)
ol the gbscter, ‘neck” of the tsthmus and “praflle’
ol the sall. Similarly regions, villages, lowns
have been described as “organisms’. German
seographers desenbe the ‘state/country” as a
‘Iving organism’, Networks of road, rallways
anid waler ways have often been desenbed as
“arteries of dreulation™. Can you collect such
terms and expressions from your own
language”? The baste questions now artses, can
we separate nature and human when they are
so intricately intertwined?

...,
| Human Geagraphy Definad
+ “Human geography is the synthetic study

draiahnrsdpbem-een human societies and
sarth’s surface”. Fatrel

Synthesis has been emphasised in i.*m
above delimtion.

+ “Human geagraphy is the study of the |
changing relationship batween the unresting
man and the unstable aarih.” -

Ellen C. Semple

Dynamism in the relatiorship s the keyword
i Semple’s definition.

- *Concaption resulling from a mora

synthetic knowledge ol thephysical laws |
agoverning our earth and of the elations
betwaen the living beings which inhabit it*

Paul Vidal de la Blache |

Hirman geography offers a new concaplion

of tha inferreiationships betwesn carthiand

human baings.
|

NATURE OF HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

Human geograply studis the inler-relattonship
W between the physical environment and sochs-
PAERNC 'h.;,xk cultural environment creater by human bemngs

*;.]I__'J ; 0 I.hrm:;,h muiual iteraetion with each other, You
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have already studied the danents of physical
environment in ofass X! in the book entitted
Fundamenials of Phystoal Ceagraphy (NCERT
20061, You know that these elemenis are
landforms, solls, climate, waler. natural vegetation
and diverse Nom andd e Can vou nke & list
of elements which homan betnes have crealed
through thetr activities on the stage provided by
{he phivsical emvironment? Houses, villages, offies.
moard-rall hetworks, industries, [arms, porls, ilems
al aur datly use and all other elements of material
cullure have been araleéd by hurien heinos
using the resources provided by the physical
environmenl. Wlile plysical etiviiorienesil has
been greatly modifled by human betnes, 1L has
also, in tum. impacted hupan lives,

Naturalization of Humans and
Humanlsation of Nature

Human belngs itnleract with their physical
eavironment with the help of techmology. it s
not import:ant what humen betngs produce and
create bul It 1s extremely important with the
Help of what tools and technigques do Lthey
produce and create’.

Technology indicates the level of culiurzal
development of soctely, Human beings were
able lo'dewlop lechnology after they developed
better nnderstanding of nalural laws. For
example, the understanding of concepts of
[rietion and heil helped us discover [re.
Stmllarty, understanding of the seorets of DNA
and genelles enabled us Lo conguer many
itseases, We use the laws of aerodynamics (o
develpp fasier planes: You can see ihat
knowledge abont Nature 1s exiremely tmporiani
to develop technology and (echnnlogy loosens
the shackles of enviromment on hiomisn betnss.
In the early stages of thetr interaction with thetr
natural environmen! humans were greatly
influenced by i, They adapled to the dictates
of Nalure. This 15 so because the level of
technology was very low and (he stage of
human soctal development was also primilive.
This lype of inleraction belween primitive
human soctely and strong [orees of nature was
lerined ‘as environmental determinism Al
{hat siage of very low technologtcal development
we can Imagine the presenice of a naturallsed
human, who listened (o Nature, was afraid of
its fury and worshipped il.
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The Nzturalizsstion of Humans

-Benda lives in the wilds of the Abujh Maad
area of central India, His village consis of
three huts deep in the wilde. Not even birds
or stray dogs that usually crowd villages can
be seen in these areas. We g amall
foin cloth and armed wilh his axe he skowly
surveys the penda tlorest] where his tripe
practices 2 primifive form of agriculture called
shitling culfivation, Benda and his friends
bum small patches of forest 1o clear them
for cultivation. The ash is used for making
the soil fertite. Banda ks h that the
Mahua trees areund him are:ﬁa}lgcrn. How
lucky | am to be a3 Eait ol this beautiful
universe, he thinks-as he locks Up to see
the Mahua, Palash and Sal trees that have

_sheliersd him since childhood. Crossing the
panda in a gliding motion, Benda makes
his way to a stteam. As he bends down 1o
‘sooop Up a palmiful of waiter, he remembsers
to thank Loi-Lugy, the:spint of the forest for
allowing him to quaneh his thirsl. Moving
an with his friands, Banda chews on
sucatllent leaves and rools. The boys have
been trying lo collect Gajjhara and Kichla,
from the forest. These are special planis.
that Banda and hi= peaple use. He hopes '
the spirits ol the forest will be kind and l=ad
him 1o thes= harbs: These are naeded to 1
bartetin the madhai or tribal fair comifig up-
the next full moon, He deses hiseyes and
tries hard o recall what the alders had taught
him about thess herbs and the places they
arefound n_Ha wishes hi khad lislehed more
carefully. Suddenly there is a rustiing of
laaves. Banda and his fiends know itis the |
ouisdats who have come searching for fhem
in the wilds. In a singl fluld motion Benda |
and his friends disappear behind the thick
canopy of frees and become. one with the

-spirit of the forest
—_—

The story in the box repiresents the direct
relationship of a household belonging o an
evononueally primitive soctety with nature. Read
aboul other primitive socielles which live
complete harmony with thelr natural
ervironmenit. You will realise that tn zll such cases
nature 15 a powerful foree, worshipped, revered
anid conserved. There s direct dependence of

hinman beings on nature for resources wiich
sustain themn. The physteal svironment for such
sactelies booomes e “Mother Nature™.

The people begin o undersiand therr
crvironment and the forces of pature with the
passage of tme. With soctal and cultural
development. humans develop betier and more
ellictent lechnology. They move [rom a state of
necessity to a state of freedom. They creale
posstbilittes with the resources oblatned from
the environment. The human aclivines creale
cultural landscape. The mprnis of human
activities are created everywhere: lealth resorts
on highlands, huge urban sprawls, flelds.
orchards and pastures in platns and rolling
hills. ports on the coasts, eocanic routes on e
oceanic surface and satellites in the space. The
carller schiolars lermed this as possibilism.
Nature provides opportunities and human
beme make wuse ol these and slowly nature geis
humantsed and slarts bearing the tmprints of
human endeavour.

e —————e —————
Humanisatien of Nature

| Winters inthetown ol Trondheim mean fierce
winds-and haavy snow. The skies are dark
for manths. Karj drives to work in the dark at
8 am, She has special tyres for the winter
| a7 keeps the headlgits of her pawerful car
y swilched an. Her offics is artificlally heatad
al a comfortable 23 degrees Calsius, The
campus of the university she works Inis buil
under 3 huge giassdame, This dome keeps
e sthiow out Inwinter and lets n he sunshine
inthe stimmer: The temperture is controfied
carefully and thera is adeguate lighting. Even
though fresh vegetables and planis don tgrow
insuch harsh weather, Kar keeps an archid
on her desk amd enjoys eating tropical fruits
lik= banznz and kiwi. Thess are flown in from
warmdr areas regularly, With a chck of the
mouse, Kari can network with colleagues in
New Daihl. She frequanily fakes a marning
flight to Lendon and retlims in the evening in
fime b watch her favourite slevision seral.
Though Kan is fifty-eight s old, she is
fitter and looks younger than many thirty-
. year-olds in other paris of the world
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Can you magine what has made such a
Itfe style possible? U 1s lechinology thal has
allowed the people of Trondhetm and others Lo
overcome 1he constratnts tmposed by nature. Do
you know aboul some other such Instances?
Such examples are not difficult to find.

A geographer, Griffith Tavior introduced
annther concept which reflects a middle path
(Madhvam Marg) between the two tdeas of
environmental determinism amnd possibllism.
He termed 1t as Neodeterminlsm or stop and
go determinlsm. Those of youwhoe live in citles
and thass who have visiled a elly, mighl have
seen thal traffic is regilated by lights on the
cross-roads. Red lght means ‘stop, amber lshl
provides a gap bebween red and green llghls'lo
gelsel” and green ght means go’. The concepl
shows that neithier 1s there a siluation of
absohite necesslly (epvironmenial delermintsm)
nor is there a condition of absolute freedom
{posstbilism), It means that human beings can
congquer nature by obeying 1. They have o
respoiid Lo the red signals and can proceed In
thetr pursutts of development when nature
permits the modifications, |t means that
possibilities can be ereated within the mits
which do not damage the environiment and there
15 no free Tun withoul acetdents. The free Tun
which the develnped economics atitempted o
lake has already resulled n the green hovse
effect, cxone layer depletion, global warming,
receding plivdlers and degrading lends: The
neo-determintsm conceptually atiempts Lo
bring a balance nulllfylng thie “elther o1’
dichotomy.

e
« Waltare or humanistic school of thought in - |
human geography was mainly concamad with
the difterant aspects of soclal well-being of the
people. These included aspects such as
housing, health and education. Geographers
have already introduced 2 paper as Geography
of Sosial well-bsing in the Post Graduats
curticulum’

+ Radical schoal of thought smplayad Mandan
thaory 1o explain the basic cause of poverty,
dapirivation and sodalinequality, Contamporary
sockal problams were refated 1o the development
of cagifalism.
= Behavioural schodl of thoughl I5id greal
amphasis on lived experience and also on the
parception ofspace by sooial calegoties basad
. ongthnicity, race and religion, etc 1
—_— e

Fields and Sub-fields of Human Geography

Human geogriphy. as vou have seen, atlempls
to explain the relationship between all elements
ol liuman ltfe and the space they ocour over
Thus, human geography assumes a laghly
mter-ifisciplinary nature. [t develops close
Interiace willi othier sister disciplines in'soacial
sclenees In order o understand and explain
human elements on the surface of Lhe eantli
With the expansion of knowledge, new sub-
felds emerge and 1t has also happened (o
humian geography. Let us examine these Oelds
and sub-fields of Human Geography [Table 1.2).

Table I.1: Browd Stages and Throst of Human Geogrophy

Early nlonini Txplomalton s Impertal and trade mierests prompied the dtscovery and

Tl Hewripdion expitmmiton of oew arers. A encyclopesiie desenption of
the arest formed an impomiant aspeel o e Eogmphers
aresurlL

Later Colonital Bleptoral dannlysis Elnborale deseriplion of sll aspiels ol o reglon were

period umdlertaken. The tden wis A lmi all e reglofis were part of
o whitle. Le. e enril)) S0, iindersbending ie pads o
wotniity wonld lead (o onomderstondinge: of the whele
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1930s thoroneh the

Inter-War pertind

Areal differentintion

T foens was on demtfying the anlquemess: of amy
regton and understanding how and why 1 was different
from others.

Late 14504 to the

Spmiltsl orgrnisation

Marketl by Whie wse of compiiters and soplitstieabsl

liate 1960 staltstical oals. Laws of phivsics were oflen applied
to miap and anabyse human phenomens. This phose
wias callied e quoantilbsive evelulon. The matn
dbjective wis Lo Wently mappaliy patlerng  [ur
differenil Hommn activities.
1u70s Emerpenee of Mscontentnent with the guantiisthve revolution aomd
homanistic. radical s dehumondsed manmer of doing geogmphy Ted to
and behavionmal the mmergeney of three new schools of thonght of
schoals I gevgraphy o the 197k Himman: geograplny
wins made miare mlevand o the socto-poliliee] reality
by the emergenee of these sehonls of thoagid. Consult
the hox pelow b Know a Witle bl more ahotl fhese
ardiools of thiowshi
19600 Post- modermism (o The gand gemerlisations: and te apphicobiiy. of
EEnETAYY untversal teenes to explom the noman cenditicns
wers guestioned. The mportanee of ymderstamding
each Incai pontext m fts own Nght wms emphestsed
Table 1.2: Hunan Geography and Sister Disciptines of Seclal Sclences
Flelds of Subflelds | face with Sister
Geography "~ -
Sisal = Sovial Selnecs - Saciblogy
Geopraphiy Behuvioursl Gengraphy Payehialogy
Gengraphy of Sonial Wolfnre Economics
Weil-being
Geogriphy of Ledsure Sociludy
Cultura) Gengraply Anthmpaology
Crendder Gengraphy Socinlngy, Anthropology, Whnen's Siidies
Historiesl Geogmphy THsioey
Moedlleal Geogtraiphy Epldemadogy
Uirtram — Lirbeen Stndics aopd Ploming
Preililienl = PMoliticil Scienoe
Greogiraphy Flectorm] Goopraphy Pacprhology
Military Geography Mililnry Scienee
Popuiladlen = Denitigraphy
Geograply
Seltlement = Uirban/Buml Planning
Geogmphy
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Economic — Econmmices
Gengmphy Goography of Resoumes ftesonrer Ecomomics
~ Goography of Agricuiture - Agricodtoral Scienres
ﬂn]E.'-.l,phy of Inhuntries nfustrinl Ecotomies .
Googruphy of Marketing Business Studies, Ecomomics. Commeree
Gmgmphy of Toumism Tenarism: nmd Travel Mrumgmmml. '
- Geograplly of Intermatiornl International Trade
Trade :
EXERCIGEE

1. Choose the tight nnswer from the Oor Altermatives given below.

[l  Which one of the ollowing stntoments docs mr:umm-r:gmgm;ﬁgﬂ
[a] an inlegrative discipline
() atudy af the mnter-relationship hﬂun-mi humutts and envirommen|
(e)  subjeeted o dinsﬂm:rl
[dl oot relevont in the prescnt time doe mﬂm develapment of technology.

[l Which one of the following s ot u'source of geographical information?
[a)  fraveller's accotmis
(b} old, maps:
le)  samples of rock materials from thie moon
() mi:'im': epics

(il Which oo nruu: following 18 e most important Betor in e interactlon
between prople and enviroment?

fn)  human ntelligence (e} technology
b} people’s-pereeption (] I brotherhnod
(vl Which boe glilhe following I8 ol an approach i human geography?
(a)  Arcnl dilferentiation 1) Quantittive revnlution
(b) Spatinl crganisation (dl  Exploration and description

2.  Answer the following questions in aboui 30 words.
] Pefine hinmmn geogmphv.
i) Name some sub fields of human geography.
il How is tuman gography relited o ather soctal solmoes?
3.  Answer the ﬁ:ﬂlﬁwing questions in not more (w150 words.
[l Explain natumbisation of humans.
@ Write a note on the scope of humon gesigrophy.
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